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The 40" anniversary album

of

“the Katano—Collinswood sister city relationship’
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/ To Qur Dearest Friends of Collingwood
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It is 40 years since Katano
concluded the sister city agreement
with Collingwood in 1981.

At the beginning, we had planned
a friendship football match for
children with Collingwood.
Although it was not held due to any
reasons, our mutual relationship
grew to a closer exchange in which
our citizens accept each other as
host families. It is in thanks to those who have fully cooperated
towards our international friendship activities that I would like to
express my deepest gratitude to them.

The 35th memorial album appeared in print in 2016, One year later,
I was invited to Collingwood and was able to participate in cake
cutting events in both the 150th Canadian Confederation and our
35th sister city anniversary ceremony. In Collingwood, furthermore,
I visited a water facility, a glass factory, and a whisky distillery as
well. As aresult,I could directly feel town’s prosperities and people’s
warmth. The trip was a very meaningful experience for me.

When Mayor Brian Saunderson came to Katano for the first time in
2019, I was able to build up mutual friendship with him.

Unfortunately, the COVID-19 global pandemic caused not only the
postponement of Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics Games from
2020 to the next year, but also seriously affected our interactions,

I am very sorry that we cannot congratulate you in person on our
40th anniversary of the sister city relationship. I strongly believe,
however, that we will be able to get past COVID-19 and meet up with
you again.

Until then, please take care yourself. 2021 =& 12 A
I thank you for your long-term

; ’ . . December 2021

friendship with us and wish your ==

further prosperity and peace. AH X

Minoru;Kuroda

REFFR

Mayor of Katano City
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/ To Our Dearest Friends of Katano City
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It is my great pleasure and
honour to write this letter in
celebration of the 40t
anniversary of the signing of
our sister city agreement in 1981.
While much has changed in
our cities and our world over 40
years, the power of our
relationship and the bonds of
friendship and respect that we 2
have forged in those years have grown stronger. I Would like to
recognize, congratulate, and thank each of the members, past
and present, of the Katano International Friendship Association
in Katano and the Collingwood-Katano Sister City Committee in
Collingwood for their dedication and commitment to making
this special relationship thrive,

The memories my wife, Susie and I have from our incredible
visit in 2019 will last a lifetime. The opportunity to be part of the
Collingwood-Katano family, to meet new friends, share new
experiences and see the beauty of Katano and Japan was truly a
privilege. Technology and transportation have done much to
create the global village, but nothing can replace the power of
meeting face to face, sharing our cultures and celebrating our
diversity.

A very happy 40th anniversary to everyone, we have much to
celebrate and much to look forward to. I know our sister city
relationship will continue to thrive in the years to come and I
look forward to hosting all of you when you come to

Collingwood. 2001 5 8 F
August 2021
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2021 marks 40 years since
Katano concluded the sister city
agreement with Collingwood in 1981. 1
would like to express my deep gratitude
to all of the people who have helped and
supported our sister city exchanges.

Under ordinary circumstances, we

would celebrate the 40th anniversary
event in Collingwood. However, it has been postponed due to the COVID-19
global pandemic. I really hope that it will be over as soon as possible so that
we will be able to resume further direct interactions between our two cities.

I am happy to inform you that, in this past spring, the Osaka Prefectural
Governor Award was conferred on our association to recognise the
multitude of our achievements and activities for international friendship
over the past 40 years. I would like to share this honour with everyone who
contributes to our activities.

To strengthen our association, in a time of rapid socio-economic change, we
need to reform and reinforce various areas of our association management.
When the spread of novel coronavirus infections is severely hampering most
of our association activities, I would like to consider together with persons
concerned, as to what we should be doing for the next decade.

Let me introduce my oldest son’s story. 25 years ago, he attended Georgian
College in Collingwood and studied English for two months. After
graduation, he experienced working abroad. Now, he works at a foreign
company. My son’s experiences confirm to me that it is of great importance
to study the meaning of international exchange and foreign languages at a
young age. In closing, I invite young people to master them through

participation in our activities.

2021 F 12 B
December 2021
B EE
Yoshitaka Oku
P XBTERRHR
Katano Internatlonal Friendship Association

HER

Chairperson




/ To Our Dearest Friends of Katano City
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On behalf of myself and all of
the citizens of Collingwood I wish
to congratulate us on this great
occasion of our 40th anniversary.
We have established a wonderful
friendship between our town and
your city.

Over the years we have had
numerous visits back and forth
between our citizens and they were enjoyed greatly both here in
Canada and in Japan by all.

Iam sure that there have numerous other sister city relationships
between other cities & towns that have not survived the test of time,

THHOEKEA

I hope that our continued friendship will endure for many more
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decades. I can hardly wait for my next trip to Katano. I hope it is
sooner than later.

A special and separate congratulations to the City of Katano on
their 50%anniversary.

I was there for the 80th anniversary in 2001

ZBELLOLDTHYET,

In closing I can not say enough about our great 2021 8 A
friendship between us. August 2021
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Co-Chair Collingwood-Katano Sister City Committee

/ To Qur Dearest Friends of Katano City

It is quite impressive to me to know that the people of
Katano and the people of Collingwood have been
building friendships over the past 40 years, due to our
sister city agreement, dating back to 1981. This is
wonderfull

In the time that I have been a resident of Collingwood,
since 2008, the relationship we have with Katano is a
highlight and the source of many cherished experiences.
We have been honoured to host friends from Katano,
sharing our homes and way of life. We've been treated
like royalty by our hosts in Katano upon our visits, and
benefited from the generous and caring nature of our
Japanese friends. This relationship is truly a special gift.

In many ways, this is a special year. It is Katano’s 50th
anniversary, it is the 40th anniversary of our sister city
agreement, and it is also the year that Japan hosts the
Olympic Games. I am happy to know that Canadian
athletes have this opportunity to be introduced to Japan
and to make wonderful memories there,

2021 is a year for celebration, and I'm honoured to
celebrate with you.

2021 % 8 H
August 2021
VYT 9y k -REGREFTEZEELHABNAR

Co-Chair Collingwood-Katano Sister City Committee
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Katano City is a one of Osaka’s cities neighbouring to
Nara and is a nature-rich city, half of which is
surrounded by mountains and forests.

The population is 77,401 as of January 2022,

In Katano, there is an original system of branding that
certifies Katano’s local produce and products as
“Katano no Chikara (Power of Katano)”. As of January
2022, twenty-one kinds of produce and products are
registered with Katano’s original brand.

“Fumin no Mori Hoshida Park” has a huge suspension
walking bridge named “Hoshi no Buranko (Star Swing)”.
The bridge has been hailed as a prime autumn colour
viewing spot by mass media. Therefore, many domestic
and foreign hikers come to enjoy the autumn bridge.
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THE ROYAL AGRICULTURAL WINTER FAIR
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Collingwood Profile

Collingwood is a town located in Ontario Canada. It is
a 8-hour drive from Toronto. The population is 24,952
as of 2020.

In Collingwood, there is Blue Mountain in the west
and a big lake called Georgian Bay in the east.
Therefore, many visitors come for skiing in the winter
and beachgoing in the summer.

One of the major industries in Collingwood is the
production of alcoholic beverages, such as whisky and
beer. Collingwood whisky is very popular both
domestically and internationally. In Japan, “Canadian
Mist” is sold in liquor shops.
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Katano and Collingwood began interactions thanks to Mr. Robert Shannon.

kM IRIERIC DY >0y REQAREHR
Before signing the sister city agreement, a city staff
member and others officially visited Collingwood.
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Katano and Collingwood concluded the sister city agreement.
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Katano-Collingwood Sister City Association was founded.
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10th Anniversary of the Sister City Relationship

kiR 20 BIER=
20th Anniversary of the Sister City Relationship
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To honour Mr. Aono’s dedication to the sister city relationship, his memorial
stone was built at “Friendship Garden” in Collingwood.

NPO ZEARFHEBRRABESNHERE

NPO Katano International Friendship Association was founded.
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150th Anniversary of Collingwood’s Incorporation as a Town

Ik EB TR 1E 30 BER R
30th Anniversary of the Sister City Relationship

kR IR 5 40 BIEER
40th Anniversary of the Sister City Relationship
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50th Anniversary of the Katano’s Municipalisation

,}LimX%:l\. 6) EE%T(/Y@MS of/ Sister; City Visits
REMHE Y Y77y A/ Fron Katano to Coll ingwood

] ) \/7"7 y 73\ b ﬁﬁ\/ From Col lingwood to Katano
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The role of Katano’s

EX#BoTE X sister city exchange
F-2Y>P9v R transferred from
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Katano International
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Friendship
Association.
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In the Aichi expo, the
association members visited to
watch the “Collingwood Day”
event with the sister city

visitors from Collingwood.
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KIFA members visited
Collingwood Public
Library. They donated
some books for the
people of Collingwood
to learn about Japan,
Osaka, and Katano.

Twenty-five CCI
Jazz Band members
came to Katano
since 2004. They
tried Japanese
culture. The CCI’s
music concert
attracted a large
audience.

CCI--Collingwood Collegiate Institute (2 Y >
Ty RRUSK) Db
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For the 35th anniversary of the Katano-
Collingwood sister city relationship, the co-chair of
Collingwood-Katano Sister City Committee Bob
Schmuch, and four Collingwood’s citizens came to
stay at Katano.

After a welcome ceremony at Katano City Hall, the
sister city visitors went to Kisaichi Elementary
School and tried a traditional hand harvest machine
that separated rice from chaff by wind power.In a
class room, they talked about Hiroshima with the
children who had been there on a school trip.

In the Katano city cultural festival, moreover, they
had fun creating Ikebana and chatting with the
citizens who came to the coffee shop managed by
KIFA.

When there were not any official events in Katano,
they travelled to Kyoto and Nara with their host
families,

Apart from the friendship visit, KIFA published
the 35th memorial Japanese-English album of the
Katano-Collingwood sister city relationship.
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In the ceremonies for Katano and the 150th
Canadian Confederation, on behalf of Katano City,
Mr. Kuroda delivered speeches and participated in
cake cutting events with Collingwood’s Mayor
Sandra Cooper.

When the sister city visitors experienced various
activities with their host families, Mr. Kuroda and
two KIFA’s executives toured public facilities and
private companies such as a water facility, a glass
factory, and a whisky distillery. They learnt about
city management and local business in Canada.

On the evening of July 1st, the Collingwood-Katano
Sister City Committee hosted a lobster dinner party
for the sister city visitors at Blue Mountain Golf &
Country Club. As a party event, a chip-in contest
was held. The winner was Ms. Yoko Sakaguchi.

CANADA'S 150TH
BIRTHDAY CAXE PROUDLY
'DONATED BY LOBLAW
COLLINGWOOD

YOUR COMMUNITY

#ealtogethex
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Twenty sister city visitors including Mayor Brian
Saunderson and his wife, Ms. Susie Saunderson, came to
Katano.

The next day, a welcome ceremony was held at Katano
City Hall. The main participants were Mr. Kuroda, Mr. Oku,
the Consul of Canada in Japan Chénier La Salle, the sister
city visitors, and their host families.

To discuss the future economic partnership between the
two cities, Mr. Saunderson had a meeting with the executive
members of the chamber of commerce and the Katano city
staff.

Furthermore, Ms. Terri Keleher and the vice chairperson
of KIFA, Hiroshi Yokomizo, appeared on an evening TV
programme broadcasted by JCOM. They talked about KIFA’s
activities and people’s lives in Collingwood.
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In 2020, the global pandemic of novel coronavirus
infections started to spread in Japan.
Under such a circumstance, KIFA had to make a difficult

decision to postpone the planned sister city visit in 2021.

2020 DY 2022 F 3 A £ 20EH

2021 £ 5 B, In May 2021, KIFA won
UIBSDXKEICH  “Osaka Governor Award
LERRMISEHMNEF  for Constitution Day”. The
fiah [SFO=FE awardrecognised KIFA’s
AREELESCZBA  long-term sister city
EXRE] 2 REULE  activities for Katano.
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2020 F 12 BIcl&  Ontheother hand, KIFA

R— KR4 —4 [€£ /K handed a Collingwood-

Y—] ®23Y>9 9y themed Monopoly board

N game named
“Collingwoodopoly “Collingwoodopoly” to Katano
"M, B#DO TS EwY  Daisan Junior High School in
K- YFY—Kk&YXK December 2020. The board
BHUE=ZPFRICTF game was donated by Dr
BaIhFELL David Ripley of Collingwood.
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Katano marked the 50th anniversary of

municipalisation in 2021. To celebrate the Katano’s
50th birthday, the mayor of Collingwood sent a
congratulatory message to Katano.

2021 was also the 40th anniversary of the Katano-
Collingwood sister city relationship. To leave great
memories of the past 40 years for future generations,
Katano City Hall and KIFA conjointly published a
memorial album titled “The 40th anniversary album of
the Katano-Collingwood sister city relationship”.
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Katano Elementary School
sent a message video to

Collingwood.
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A Christmas message
video was sent from
Collingwood to Katano.
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Blue Mountain View Elementary
School sent a congratulatory
message video for the 1st Katano
English Speech Contest hosted by

Katano Education Board.

Katano Elementary School and
Admiral Elementary School
exchanged their message videos
with each other.

KIFA sent a Christmas

message video to Collingwood.

For the 40th sister city anniversary,
Katano and Collingwood sent their
message videos each other.
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ZHRERZAH2DEE Introduction to KIFA
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Katano International Friendship Association
(KIFA) provides local citizens with foreign language
classes as well as sister city activities. This year
2022, English, Korean, Chinese, and Spanish can be
learnt. In addition, KIFA opens Japanese classes for
foreign residents.

To facilitate mutual understanding between
foreign countries and Japan, KIFA organises various
annual events. In “Japanese Cooking Class’,
Japanese participants interact with foreign
residents through cooking. Furthermore,
“International Cultural Seminars” are held a few
times a year. In the seminars, guest speakers from
overseas countries talk about their countries by
using movies and music, or by showing their ethnic
costumes. Audiences are quite satisfied with their
unique talks.

When the Katano Cultural Festival is held,
KIFA opens “Interaction Café” where local
citizens can interact with foreign residents.
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