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The 40™ anniversary album
of
“the Katano—Collinswood sister city relationship’
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/ To Qur Dearest Friends of Collingwood
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It is 40 years since Katano
concluded the sister city agreement
with Collingwood in 1981.

At the beginning, we had planned
a friendship football match for
children with Collingwood.
Although it was not held due to any
reasons, our mutual relationship
grew to a closer exchange in which
our citizens accept each other as
host families. It is in thanks to those who have fully cooperated
towards our international friendship activities that I would like to
express my deepest gratitude to them.

The 35th memorial album appeared in print in 2016, One year later,
I was invited to Collingwood and was able to participate in cake
cutting events in both the 150th Canadian Confederation and our
35th sister city anniversary ceremony. In Collingwood, furthermore,
I visited a water facility, a glass factory, and a whisky distillery as
well. As aresult,I could directly feel town’s prosperities and people’s
warmth. The trip was a very meaningful experience for me.

When Mayor Brian Saunderson came to Katano for the first time in
2019, I was able to build up mutual friendship with him.

Unfortunately, the COVID-19 global pandemic caused not only the
postponement of Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics Games from
2020 to the next year, but also seriously affected our interactions,

I am very sorry that we cannot congratulate you in person on our
40th anniversary of the sister city relationship. I strongly believe,
however, that we will be able to get past COVID-19 and meet up with
you again.

Until then, please take care yourself. 2021 =& 12 A
I thank you for your long-term

; ’ . . December 2021

friendship with us and wish your ==

further prosperity and peace. AH X

Minoru;Kuroda

REFFR

Mayor of Katano City
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/ To Our Dearest Friends of Katano City
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It is my great pleasure and
honour to write this letter in
celebration of the 40t
anniversary of the signing of
our sister city agreement in 1981.
While much has changed in
our cities and our world over 40
years, the power of our
relationship and the bonds of
friendship and respect that we 2
have forged in those years have grown stronger. I Would like to
recognize, congratulate, and thank each of the members, past
and present, of the Katano International Friendship Association
in Katano and the Collingwood-Katano Sister City Committee in
Collingwood for their dedication and commitment to making
this special relationship thrive,

The memories my wife, Susie and I have from our incredible
visit in 2019 will last a lifetime. The opportunity to be part of the
Collingwood-Katano family, to meet new friends, share new
experiences and see the beauty of Katano and Japan was truly a
privilege. Technology and transportation have done much to
create the global village, but nothing can replace the power of
meeting face to face, sharing our cultures and celebrating our
diversity.

A very happy 40th anniversary to everyone, we have much to
celebrate and much to look forward to. I know our sister city
relationship will continue to thrive in the years to come and I
look forward to hosting all of you when you come to

Collingwood. 2001 5 8 F
August 2021
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2021 marks 40 years since
Katano concluded the sister city
agreement with Collingwood in 1981. 1
would like to express my deep gratitude
to all of the people who have helped and
supported our sister city exchanges.

Under ordinary circumstances, we

would celebrate the 40th anniversary
event in Collingwood. However, it has been postponed due to the COVID-19
global pandemic. I really hope that it will be over as soon as possible so that
we will be able to resume further direct interactions between our two cities.

I am happy to inform you that, in this past spring, the Osaka Prefectural
Governor Award was conferred on our association to recognise the
multitude of our achievements and activities for international friendship
over the past 40 years. I would like to share this honour with everyone who
contributes to our activities.

To strengthen our association, in a time of rapid socio-economic change, we
need to reform and reinforce various areas of our association management.
When the spread of novel coronavirus infections is severely hampering most
of our association activities, I would like to consider together with persons
concerned, as to what we should be doing for the next decade.

Let me introduce my oldest son’s story. 25 years ago, he attended Georgian
College in Collingwood and studied English for two months. After
graduation, he experienced working abroad. Now, he works at a foreign
company. My son’s experiences confirm to me that it is of great importance
to study the meaning of international exchange and foreign languages at a
young age. In closing, I invite young people to master them through

participation in our activities.

2021 F 12 B
December 2021
B EE
Yoshitaka Oku
P XBTERRHR
Katano Internatlonal Friendship Association

HER

Chairperson




/ To Our Dearest Friends of Katano City
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On behalf of myself and all of
the citizens of Collingwood I wish
to congratulate us on this great
occasion of our 40th anniversary.
We have established a wonderful
friendship between our town and
your city.

Over the years we have had
numerous visits back and forth
between our citizens and they were enjoyed greatly both here in
Canada and in Japan by all.

Iam sure that there have numerous other sister city relationships
between other cities & towns that have not survived the test of time,

THHOEKEA

I hope that our continued friendship will endure for many more

T, XBHEH 50 AEERH THROBLLETE
¥, 2001 En™HH 30 BIFEDREARFH &ML T
JREFL 1,

BRERLC. B4oRIFEF,. SETRGGAZAAL(LNL

decades. I can hardly wait for my next trip to Katano. I hope it is
sooner than later.

A special and separate congratulations to the City of Katano on
their 50%anniversary.

I was there for the 80th anniversary in 2001

ZBELLOLDTHYET,

In closing I can not say enough about our great 2021 8 A
friendship between us. August 2021
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Co-Chair Collingwood-Katano Sister City Committee

/ To Qur Dearest Friends of Katano City

It is quite impressive to me to know that the people of
Katano and the people of Collingwood have been
building friendships over the past 40 years, due to our
sister city agreement, dating back to 1981. This is
wonderfull

In the time that I have been a resident of Collingwood,
since 2008, the relationship we have with Katano is a
highlight and the source of many cherished experiences.
We have been honoured to host friends from Katano,
sharing our homes and way of life. We've been treated
like royalty by our hosts in Katano upon our visits, and
benefited from the generous and caring nature of our
Japanese friends. This relationship is truly a special gift.

In many ways, this is a special year. It is Katano’s 50th
anniversary, it is the 40th anniversary of our sister city
agreement, and it is also the year that Japan hosts the
Olympic Games. I am happy to know that Canadian
athletes have this opportunity to be introduced to Japan
and to make wonderful memories there,

2021 is a year for celebration, and I'm honoured to
celebrate with you.

2021 % 8 H
August 2021
VYT 9y k -REGREFTEZEELHABNAR

Co-Chair Collingwood-Katano Sister City Committee
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