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The Katano city cooking class that was hosted by the Katano International Friendship Association
was extremely fun. | got to interact with local residents of all age groups and hear more about their
culture in a personable way. As the locals mingled with the international Kansai Gaidai University
students, it created a wonderful and warm aura. Many students came from different backgrounds, so
it was intriguing for me to interact with other students whom | have never met before. It was also nice
to witness the smiles on the locals’ faces when they heard about all the international students’
experiences. We got to learn various traditional Japanese recipes (like Okonomiyaki) and the proper
techniques to execute them perfectly. It was interesting to see how the famous beloved street food of

the Kansai region is made by its local residents. -

During my time in Japan, | think the most beautiful thing | have
experienced has been the nature of everything. Everywhere in Japan is
filled with hills, mountains, and beautiful views of the water. Aside from
the natural beauties of the land, seeing the man-made properties is also
breath-taking, A person working in a rice field or visiting a historic temple
built by the past citizens of Japan are unique sights of this country that |
am grateful for having the pleasure or viewing and experiencing.
There are yearly traditions that are as normal as breathing air to
Japanese citizens that are new and foreign to me. For example, seeing
the horizon of red from the trees’ leaves is a sight that | have never had
the previous pleasure of beholding until | arrived in Japan.
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Wishing you a happy, safe and healthy 2023 !
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The Collingwood Santa Claus Parade
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